Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg & Co-sponsored by 
Council Member Crescimbeni:
RESOLUTION 2013-364
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF DAVID CLAUDE MACNAMARA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the many friends and admirers of David Claude MacNamara were saddened by the news of his passing on  May 11, 2013 at St. Vincent’s Hospice; and

WHEREAS,
born in Philadelphia September 21, 1924, Mr. MacNamara graduated from St. Joseph’s College in Philadelphia, served in World War II as a Marine and arrived in Jacksonville in 1960 with State Farm Insurance Company; and

WHEREAS,
a devoted, widely respected public servant, David MacNamara was the founding Director of the Greater Jacksonville-Duval County Safety Council, served as the first Council Secretary to the new, Consolidated City of Jacksonville City Council, was the City’s Public Safety Director, from 1975-1979 served as the Assistant Secretary of State for the State of Florida, and from 1989 to his retirement, he was Statewide Safety Coordinator for the Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services; and
WHEREAS,
a devout Catholic, Mr. MacNamara was ordained as a Deacon in the Roman Catholic Church in 1980; he volunteered as the Chaplain at Christ the King School, the Jacksonville-Duval County School Board, St. Catherine Laboure Manor, All Saints Home and St. Vincent’s Hospital; he taught classes at Christ the King Catholic School and Bishop Kenny High School, and for five years he was the editor of the Florida Catholic newspaper; and

WHEREAS,
throughout his life, David MacNamara was a leader in a myriad of initiatives and organizations whose agenda was to better the community; he was the founding president of three Rotary Clubs throughout Florida; for over twenty years, he hosted a public affairs television program called “First Amendment”; and he founded the Mary Singleton Society for Peace and Justice and for many years, ran its annual breakfast to raise scholarship money for minority students in need of financial assistance to further their education; and
WHEREAS,
numerous boards and commissions were fortunate to have David MacNamara’s counsel and commitment, including: Edward Waters College, the North Florida Ministerial Association, and the Northeast Florida AIDS Network, and he was recognized by the Jacksonville Blood Alliance for donating over 200 gallons of blood during his lifetime; and
WHEREAS,
David MacNamara was the quintessential Renaissance man whose work and example touched, inspired and helped many; he was a good and decent man and will be sorely missed, but his memory will forever be etched in our hearts; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council expresses its profound sympathy and extends its condolences to the family of David Claude MacNamara at this time of bereavement.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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